Exporting ABF v. 2 Files to ABF v. 1.8 With the Data File Index

pCLAMP 10

Question

I need to convert ABF files acquired with pCLAMP 10 (ABF v. 2) to be compatible with pCLAMP 9 (ABF v. 1.8). How can I easily covert many files?

Answer

The Data File Index (DFI) in pCLAMP 10.1 allows for batch conversion of files to ABF 1.8. 

(If you are not using the DFI, you will find that it is a useful tool for data organization. Many details on using the DFI can be found in the Online Help within pCLAMP.)


To set up a new DFI, go to File / New Data File Index. A menu appears in which you can set criteria to determine which data files are added to the index.
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Make sure the “Include subfolders” box is checked if you intend to search the entire hard drive, as in this example.

In this case, data files acquired with the given dates and in Episodic Stimulation mode would be added to the DFI.

Once your data is sorted into a DFI, select the files you wish to export. Select multiple files using the SHIFT or CTRL keys. Right-click on the selected files and select Export Files…
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A new menu will appear with several options.
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First, designate a target folder for the converted files by clicking on the Browse button (the magnifying glass). 

Second, choose either Floating Point or Integer format for the exported files. It is important to realize that third-party software might accept only one form of data. If you are using third-party software, check its requirements. (Note: Clampex acquires data in Integer format. Once modified by Clampfit, the data is saved in Floating Point format).

Finally, you may add a prefix to the filenames.
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